
 

South Park Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 

SPUUF President’s Letter 

Jerry Magee  

Another service year is wrapping up, 
with preparations for our Annual 
Meeting and then our“Gathering-Out” 
service. We originally coined that 
name as an amusing counterpoint to 
our September Gathering-In Service. 

But in a sense, our summer hiatus is rarely a complete parting from each 
other. We often gather throughout the summer for anything from impromp-
tu opportunities, such as a summer theater after-party, to more organized 
events, such as our summer-ending Marian Van Etta Memorial Croquet 
Tourney. This year, a celestial event will be the basis for reinstituting the 
annual campout. The Seitz’s are inviting one and all to gather and camp on 
their eastern Oregon property that lies in the path of totality of the August 
21 eclipse. Campers can arrive anytime during the weekend before Mon-
day’s mid-morning show (or no-show, considering that a dragon will have 
just consumed the sun). We will be taking a head count of potential guests 

at our Annual Meeting on Saturday, May 13th.  

Based on current events, there will likely be several opportunities to gather 
in solidarity with fellow Oregonians and others to demonstrate opposition 
to hurtful, hateful, and other fear-driven policies that do not represent 
American ideals of compassion and support for oppressed peoples. We 
will have to continually put our elected officials on notice that domestic and 
foreign policy bullying tactics will not be tolerated, and that “book burn-
ing” in the forms of censoring climate change data and de-funding science 
in general, leaves us more vulnerable to future global threats. These are 
unfortunate, but critically important, reasons to gather as needed this com-

ing summer. 

So whether meeting our obligations as global citizens or re-energizing 
ouselves through communing with the natural world around us, we will 
again “gather out” of the four walls of McLean House in May to return yet 

again this coming September. 
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and other information on line at :  www.southparkunitarian.org.  Visit us any time at meetings 

or on line as we are open to all friends and visitors.  
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May—August Programs 
 

 Saturday, May 13, at Clapp’s in Oregon City,  South Park Annual Business Meeting and Feast 

   Please join us at 3 p.m in the afternoon for our annual business meeting.  On the agenda will 
be adoption of a budget for the coming fiscal year, the treasurer’s report, the president’s report, 
and other pertinent business of the society for the year.   

   We will plan to be into a social time at about 5:30, with a dinner following at 6 p.m.  The menu 
has not been decided at this point, but you can look forward to a delicious selection of food, 
wine and conversation.  

 

Sunday, May 21, at the McLean House in West Linn, 10:30 a.m. 

   Join us please for our last Sunday meeting of the year.  Carl Clapp and Marti Mendenhall will 
present a program entitled, “LISTENING” and invite all to listen to sounds and silence, to our-
selves and to our friends, listen to nature and the natural world.   

   The Coffee hour will be hosted by the Board of Directors of South Park. With thankfulness to 
everyone for their participation and faithfulness throughout the year in programs and activities. 

 

June, July, August—The Summer! 

   During the summer we usually have spontaneous events, like picnics, after-theatre gatherings 
and croquet.  When these events happen, there will be an email out to all of you with event, 
time, place, so that you may join the festivities as you may.  We realize that people vacation and 
do other family activities during the summer months, but perhaps you can put some events on 
your schedule to join other SPUUF’ers in joyful fun.  Happy summer to all of you and we look 
forward to “Gathering In” on Sunday, September 17th, at the McLean House once again.   

 

June 20-21, Summer Solstice 

The summer solstice (or estival solstice), also known as midsummer, occurs when a planet's rotational axis, in either north-
ern or southern hemispheres, is most inclined toward the star that it orbits. Earth's maximum axial tilt toward the Sun is 23° 
26′. This happens twice each year (once in each hemisphere), at which times the Sun reaches its highest position in the sky as 
seen from the north or the south pole.  

June’s 81st Birthday! Sunday at South Park UU 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midsummer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rotation_around_a_fixed_axis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Axial_tilt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sun
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Marti, June & Carl 

June 

Robyn 

Susan, Art, Judy, Robyn & Virginia 
Carl 

June 29-July 23, Thursday-Saturday at 7:30pm, Sundays at 2:30pm 
Preview Night: June 29, Opening Night Reception: June 30 

Get your deerstalker cap on—the play’s afoot! From Ken Ludwig (Lend Me a Ten-
or) the award-winning mastermind of mayhem, comes a fast-paced comedy about 
everyone’s favorite detective solving his most notorious case. Sherlock Holmes 
and Dr. Watson must crack the mystery of a family curse before it dooms its new-
est heir. Watch as our intrepid investigators try to escape a dizzying web of clues, 
silly accents, disguises, and deceit as five actors deftly portray more than 40 char-
acters. If you enjoyed “The 39 Steps” you will love “Baskerville”!  Written By: Ken 

August 3—27, Thursday-Saturday at 7:30pm, Sundays at 2:30pm 
Preview Night: August 3, Opening Night Reception: August 5, SOLD OUT Aug 4 

How is it that a man with limited formal and musical education, and inability to 
write in any key except F# without the aid of a transposing piano, was able to cre-
ate some of the most versatile and memorable music the world has ever known? 
Find out how these musical masterpieces were created in this sweet, romantic, 
semi-autobiographical musical featuring the works of Irving Berlin. The show fea-
tures ten singers, a cookin’ onstage band and 46 songs, including “What’ll I Do?” 
“Blue Skies,” “Always,” “Cheek to Cheek,” ”I’ve Got My Love to Keep Me Warm,” 
“Always” “Heat Wave” and many more! Written By: Irving Berlin Direction By: 
Karlyn Love 

September 7—October 1, Thursday-Saturday at 7:30pm, Sundays at 2:30pm 
Preview Night: September 7, Opening Night Reception: September 8 

Sherry Wickman, a young woman who has just completed her master’s degree in 
art therapy, has been job-searching for months. Unemployed and overwhelmed, 
she retreats to her childhood bed and remains there until an unexpected employ-
ment opportunity gives her a renewed sense of purpose and hope. Now if only 
her mother would come downstairs, her sister would get off the couch, her very 
first therapy patient would do just one of his take-home assignments, her new 
boss would leave his gun at home, and someone would catch the tiger that es-
caped from the local zoo, everything would be just perfect. Written By: Kim 
Rosenstock Direction By: Jayne Stevens 

 

Clackamas 

Repertory 

Theatre 

We are all excited about the line-up of plays for this season 
at Clackamas Rep.  June attended the “Gala” on April 15 and 
was impressed with the introduction of the season.  Carl will 
be taking reservations beginning at our Annual Business 
Meeting and Dinner on May 13th.  There will be a sign-up 
sheet for you to indicate which performances you would like 
to attend.  South Park’s sponsoring Sunday afternoons are 
July 2, Baskerville; August 6, Melody; September 10, Tiger. 

All information regarding the plays is below.  With our 
sponsorship we get 8 comp tickets and above that number 
we pay from the Program Budget for however more we will 
use.  Would it not be GREAT if everyone could attend all 
the plays?  We will have a gathering after each play, usually 
a pot-luck to celebrate the play and being together.  Ask Carl 
if you have further questions.  Thanks.   

The musical, “The Melody Lingers On,” 
with Irving Berlin promises to be a big hit.  
So many of us “older” people remember all 
these tunes from our early years and will be 
wanting to “sing along” - probably discour-
ages by the play cast—but in our minds we 
will certainly be taken back to early times!  
Please consider attending this great musical. 
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PNWD—Regional—UUA News 

General Assembly 2017 
June 21-25, New Orleans, LA 
General Assembly (GA) is the annual meeting of our Unitarian Uni-
versalist Association (UUA). Attendees worship, witness, learn, con-
nect, and make policy for the Association through democratic pro-
cess. Anyone may attend; congregations must certify annually to send 
voting delegates.  

South Park is entited to two voting delegates who must be certified by 
our Board of Directors prior to the gathering.  ANYONE OF OUR MEMBERS who may be interested in 
attending this GA, please talk to Jerry Magee Now!  We would be able to help with registration fees, 
some travel and lodging, too.  New Orleans is a great city to visit and the General Assembly is a great 
event to attend—what a combination!  Many of us have attended former GA’s and can testify that it is an 
enlightening experience.   

Pacific Northwest District—UUA, and Pacific Western Region 
The UUA has this year reorganized the governance of the organization into 5 
Regions that incorporate what we have known as Districts.  In our region there 
are four districts from California, Oregon, Washington, Nevada and Idaho, un-
der the newly formed Region.  The regional collaboration is defined by a Letter 
of Agreement, which is a year-to-year contract between the Districts and the 
UUA.  It has taken about a year for the Districts involved to figure out ways to 
work together through the kinks and are now realizing the collective strengths, 
reports the President of PNWD, Hayden Nevill.  Part of the agreement between 
the four western Districts is a sharing of financial resources and obligations.  
Each separate “district” will continue to receive yearly grants from the UUA 
based on the donations from their individual societies, so stewardship efforts 
will be recognized.  The four Districts will share a bookkeeper and bank, but 
each will maintain separate accounts.  Diane Brinson will still serve as the 
PNWD administrator, but will be working from an office in her home.  If you 
have a question, Diane can be reached at dbrinson@uua.org.       

 

Unitarian Universalist Association 

At this point in time, the UUA is in a bit of an upheaval.  Peter Morales, president for the last few years, has re-
signed because of a conflict over hiring or all white males as directors of the new five Regions.  Other applicants, 
minorities and women, had applied for the jobs, but the selection committee regarded the white males as more 
“fit,” and Peter objected.  Bill Sinkford, past president UUA, and senior minister at Portland First Unitarian, has 
been asked, along with two other senior ministers, to serve in the presidential capacity until the General Assembly 
in June in New Orleans at which time one of three women will be elected president.  Some of South Park members 
met the three women recently and will recommend which one we should cast our “ONE” vote for when the time 
comes to vote.  This is a time of uncertainty, both at UUA headquarters and in the newly formed Regions, and we 
should be hearing what will be happening in the near future, in the UUA magazine, The World, and through press 
releases to come from the Boston office.  Should be interesting.  Keep Tuned! 

http://www.uua.org/ga/congregations/12848.shtml
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New from Skinner House Books 

365 Ways to LIVE Generously: 

Simple Habits for a Life That’s Good for You and Others 

The only thing standing between you and the life you want are your habits. 365 

Ways to Live Generously features lessons each day that focus on one of the seven 

generosity habits: 

Each habit appears 

once a week, giving 

you a year to practice 

and make them all a part of your daily life. Learn why the habits are important, discover tips based on the latest 

research about making positive change, and explore simple exercises for building new routines. Improve yourself 

and make a difference in the world with journaling prompts and generous acts. Using this inspiring book, you'll 

develop the habits needed to create a life that's good for you and others. 

Marti, June & Carl 

June 

Don 

Robyn 

Enjoy your special day today and perhaps you may share how 
rich you are being alive within our glorious world. May you 
typically keep shining with success within your existence. And, 
if perhaps your luck and love and strength shine through, you 
may win everything. Enjoy a contented Birthday. Enjoy your 
individual day of Birth.  Enjoy your complete life with friends, 
with family, with memories.  Cheers to All ! 

     

 

 

 Physical health 

 Mindfulness 

 Relationships 

 Connecting with yourself 

 Gratitude 

 Simplicity 

 Philanthropy 

Don Seitz May 1 Suzanne VanOrman, July 14 

Art Curtis, May 11 Robin Cordell, July 16 

 Marion Boyle, July 23 

Jon Sanford, June 23 

Carl Clapp, June 23 

 

Elliot Seitz, June 26 Ava Riggle, August 11 

Susan Lyden, June 27 Bob Cordell, August 12 

 Ervin Miller, August 20 

Anthony Seitz, July 4 Virginia Seitz, August 30 

Ben Sanford, July 12 Shayne Bell, August 23 

Marty Wallauer, July 10  
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Mt. Hood Cluster of Unitarian Universalist Congregations 

 

For our fellowship, Joan Sanford attends all meetings and shares 
our program and announcement news. She also brings back any 
pertinent information to report to our members. 

 

All-UU Potluck 
TBD June, 2017, 3:00pm, Rockford Grange (4262 Barrett Drive) 
(near I-84 exit 62) 
UUs from all of the area UU congregations will be attending. This is a great way to meet with 
other like-minded folk and feel the resultant energy. We are not coordinating dishes so bring 
whatever you would like to share. There is a full indoor kitchen. Ingredient lists are recommend-
ed for all dishes. For more info, contact your congregation's administrator or Cluster representa-
tive.  Directions can be found on the   http://mcuuf.org/location.ph 
Portland Pride Day Parade 
Sunday June 18, 2017 (Father's Day) 11:30am, First Church 
For more info, contact your congregation's administrator or Cluster representative.  

The Cluster will be presenting a workshop at the Pacific Western Regional Assembly next year 
when it is held in Portland in the spring time (2018).  We will be hearing about this assembly and 
the Cluster presentation at a later date.   

Meaningful Advocacy and Social Justice Workshops 
May 6 from 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. NWGSDPDX (Nasty Women Get S+!t 
Done PDX) will host a conference here at First Unitarian and welcome 
representatives from our local NAACP chapter, Black Lives Matter, 
CAUSA, and Planned Parenthood, among others, to present panels and 
workshops throughout the day on ways to engage in meaningful advoca-
cy and social justice work. You can learn more and register for the event 
here: https://www.nwgsdpdx.org/conference. The event does have a 
registration fee, but visit the site to learn more about fee waivers and 
sliding scale options for attendance. 

  And, Carl said:  Years ago when I was a member of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Pacific Northwest District, I kept hearing APF this, and APF 
that, and I did not know what it meant.  After a while I knew:  APF 
means the Annual Program Fund of the UUA.  This fund is made possi-
ble by donations from UU congregations across the nation.  Each society 
pays currently, $60 per member to the UUA each year.  That is the way 
the UUA projects are financed.  Also, we pay dues to the PNWD for 
each adult member, with this year being $26.  APF dues and District 
dues benefit all congregations, and are fulfillment of the promise made 
to support Unitarian Universalism.  Now, a task force is studying and 
will recommend that the UUA/APF dues will be based on a percentage 
of each congregation’s budget.  The percent is undetermined at this time. 
We have been making our payments for fifty years and will continue!  

Participating Cluster Congregations 

Eastrose Fellowship UU 

Gresham, Oregon  

First Unitarian Church 

Portland, Oregon  

Mid-Columbia UU Fellowship  

Hood River, Oregon  

South Park UU Fellowship  

West Linn, Oregon  

UU Church of Vancouver 

Vancouver, Washington  

UU Community Church of  

Washington County  

Hillsboro, Oregon  

UU Congregation at Willamette 
Falls 

Oregon City, Oregon  

UU Fellowship of McMinnville 

McMinnville, Oregon  

West Hills UU Fellowship 

Portland, Oregon  

Wy’east UU Fellowship   

https://www.nwgsdpdx.org/conference
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Helping Other People Eat—H.O.P.E. 

As you all know, we take a collection for this organization at each of our Sunday gatherings, and 
so far this year we have been able to donate to HOPE over Thirteen Hundred dollars to help with 
the feeding of needy families.  The HOPE organization obtains most of the products on their 
shelves from the Oregon Food Bank..  The Bank provides the pantries with USDA items at no 
charge as well as donated items that they pay 5 or 10 cents per pound delivery fees.  OFB also 
offers some case goods for purchase at prices normally below local store prices.  HOPE some-
times uses donated funds to purchase items not available at OFB or not available in sufficient 
quantities.  For example, the Tuesday panty often purchases rice, sugar, cup-of-noodles and 
canned vegetables to augment the other products.  Local stores donate fresh produce and bakery 
goods so that there is a well-rounded food selection for families.  In addition to our monthly collect-
ed funds, from our budget item of “Charities” we donate $1000.00 per year to HOPE.  Thank You! 

Marti, June & Carl 

June 

Don 

Robyn 

Susan, Art, Judy, Robyn & Virginia 
Carl 

 

Summer Stars 

 

Bend low again, night of  summer stars.  

So near you are, sky of  summer stars,  

So near, a long-arm man can pick off  

stars,  

Pick off  what he wants in the sky bowl,  

So near you are, summer stars,  

So near, strumming, strumming,  

So lazy and hum-strumming.   

 

- By Carl Sandberg 
 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

We are really doing well with our 
finances so far this fiscal year.  
The projected income and ex-
penses through June 30 should see that we 
will be in the “black” for the first time in many 
years, comparing our expenditures with our 
budgeted figures.  This is due to the continued 
financial support of all of you and, also, that we 
take a small amount from our invested monies 
each month.  A printed financial report is avail-
able at the end of each month (usually) and 
you can see a report at any time by asking the 
treasurer (Carl Clapp), and/or you may have a 
copy at any time.  This is Fellowship money 
and you are entitled to help the treasurer with 
the bookkeeping, the overseeing of the ac-
counts, information regarding bank accounts 
and investments.  So, feel free to ask if you 
have any questions regarding our funds.  Also, 
we have money invested with the UUA Com-
mon Endowment in Boston, with reports from 
the treasurer of this account being published 
only annually.  We will have an up-dated form 
with information regarding the Endowment at 
our Annual Meeting in May.  The Financial 
Committee (Virginia Seitz, Bob Cordell, Carl 
Clapp) have met and will present a budget for 
the coming fiscal year at the Annual Meeting. 
No surprises here, we will be asking for the 
same budget as this current year and have a 
printed report for you to see. Thanks.  Carl  



 

South Park Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
Current SPUUF Board Members: 
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South Park UU Board of Directors 

 

The SPUUF Board invites anyone to 
attend a Board Meeting and/or to ask 
questions or get answers to queries 
at any time. The Board is open to 
any suggestions from members 

and/or friends. 

Jerry Magee,  

President 

Don Seitz,  

Vice President 

Joan Sanford,  

Secretary 

Carl Clapp,  

Treasurer 

Virginia Seitz,  

Assistant Treasurer 

Hannah Berkowitz,  

Member-At-Large 

Karol Miller,  

Member-At-Large 
 

Guest Editorial 
Susan Lyden 

 
Today I woke grumpy, not unusual, ruminating about the stresses and challenges and losses I face just in eve-
ryday life, then jumping to more global worries—the plight of undocumented immigrants (my son-in-law is 
one!), Syria, North Korea, Turkey, refugees, famine, genocides, and so much more—then on to he-who-shall-
remain-nameless, who haunts my thoughts as persistently as an aching tooth. 
 

Then suddenly a vision of white appeared, a magnolia tree newly blossomed.   I could see it from my bedroom 
window, its whiteness a stark contrast to the gray drizzle of the day.   “See,” it seemed to say, “despite the very 
real horrors in the world, beauty and grace still exist.” 
 

But the deep feelings of awe and gratitude that are evoked by the natural world, especially now in springtime, 
are only a partial bulwark against the cruelty and greed that permeate too much of human life.  Today more 
than ever people need community—specifically the kind of community where people come together for rea-
sons that transcend the transactional or instrumental, out of a hunger to live authentic lives in the company of 
kindred souls.  Only in this kind of community can people be fully themselves in the very best sense.   
 

Recently I read one more article analyzing Trump voters (there are many such articles out there).  But this one 
presented a viewpoint I hadn’t encountered before.  Much has been made of the paradox of white Christians 
voting for T.  seemingly against Christian values.  However, many of the self-identified Christians who voted 
for T.  are actually what we would call unchurched, either not attending or only sporadically.  The writer of the 
article hypothesized that because these voters lacked an ongoing community where values of universal love, 
forgiveness, and compassion would be continually reinforced, they had no defenses to push back against T.’s 
messages of gloom and doom, and succumbed to his angry rhetoric. 
 

How lucky we SPUUFers are!  We already have our Beloved Community with its rich fifty year history, a space 
in which we can be our best selves and inspire and encourage each other to resist bigotry, greed, discrimina-
tion, and predatory behavior, and to continue working  for a better world where everyone is valued and the 
natural world is treated with respect and care.  This is really our best bulwark against chronic anger and des-
pair, in ourselves and in each other.  May it continue to be so! 

UU World, the magazine of the Unitarian Universalist Association, celebrates liberal religion and the people it inspires. Meet 
extraordinary individuals, see how Unitarian Universalist communities put their values into action, and explore the ideas and 
traditions that ground them.  

http://www.uua.org/

